THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

, to its revive:!. I:s actual representatives, the Roman
* people, were a turbulent rabble, sunk in a profligacy
j notorious even in that guilty age. Yet not the less for
i dl this did men cling to the idea, and strive through long
' ages to stem the irresistible time-current, fondly believing
that they were breasting it even while it was sweeping
them ever faster and faster away from the old order into a
region of new thoughts, new feelings, new forms of life. Not
till the days of the Reformation was the illusion dispelled.
The explanation is to be found in the state of the
i human mind during these centuries. The Middle Ages
were essentially unpolitical. Ideas as familiar to the
commonwealths of antiquity as to ourselves, ideas of the
common good as the object of the State, of the rights of
the people, of the comparative merits of different forms
of government, were to them, though sometimes carried
out in fact, in their speculative form unknown, perhaps
incomprehensible. Feudalism was the one great institu-
tion to which those times gave birth, and feudalism was
a social and a legal system, only indirectly and by con-
sequence a political one. Yet the human mind,, so far
from being idle, was in certain directions never more
active; nor was it possible for it to remain without
general conceptions regarding the relation of men to each
other in this world. Such conceptions were neither made
an expression of the actual present condition of things
nor drawn from an induciion of the past; they were
partly,^inherited from the system that had preceded,
partly evolved from the principles of that metaphysical
theology which was ripening into scholasticism*. Now

* I do not mean to say that the   deavonred to set forth in the fol-
systeia of ideal which 'it is en-   lowing pages was complete in this